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For hym was levere x have at his beddes heed
Twenty bookes, clad in blak or reed,
Of Aristotle and his philosophic,
Than robes riche, or fithele, or gay sautrie* :
Ofstudie took he moost cure* and moostheede,
Nought o* word spak he moore than was needc
And that was seyd in forme and reverence,
And short and quyk andful of hy sentence.*
Sownynge6 in moral vertu was his speche
And gladly wolde he lerne and gladly teche.

The Cook was clever at his business. Unfortunately,
he suffered from an ulcer on his shin.

A Cook they hadde with hem for the nones,7

To boille the chiknes with the marybones,8

And poudre-mfirchant tart and galyngale. *

Wei koude he knowe a draughte ofLondoun ale ;

He koude rooste and sethe and boille and frye9

Mdken mortreux^ and wel bake apye.

But greet harm was it, as it thoughte me,1X

That on his shyne a mormal12 hadde he.

For blankmanger,13 that made he with the beste.

The Shipman came from Devon, as did so many
after him. Chaucer suggests that he lived at Dart-
mouth ; and as a group of Dartmouth seamen were at
that time.making themselves notorious as pirates, it
is highly probable that Chaucer's Shipman was drawn
from one of these actual men.

The hoote somer hadde maad his hewe al broun;
And certeinly he was a goodfelawe.

1 He would rather. 2 Fiddle or small harp. 3 Care. * One.
5 Serious meaning. (Latin sententia). 6 Eloquent. 7 For the
occasion. 8 Marrowbones. 9 Flavouring powder and spice. 10 A
kind of stew. X1 Seemed to me. 12 Ulcer. 13 Blancmange.